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In the other the flame that was to them the
very ardor of life. " Their tastes," says Co-
rinne, " were not at all the same, their opinions
rarely accorded, and yet in the depths of
their souls there were nevertheless kindred
mysteries."

They became acquainted in the month of
September, 1794. Current events contributed
to,their infatuation, in seeming to open to them
a common career of political activity. The
9th Thermidor brought hope to Madame de
Stael. She was too hungry for it not to ac-
cept it with open hands. She had too much
judgment in affairs to persist obstinately in her
own notions. She sought for the possible, and
devoted herself to it. In 1791 she was a mon-
archist, with Narbonne as constable of the con-
stitutional monarchy; the year III would find
her a republican, with Benjamin Constant as a
legislator of the liberal republic. Talleyrand
had gone from England to America; she in
her own way undertook the same voyage. It
seemed to her that the first essential for the es-
tablishment of liberty was the re-establishment
of peace. Europe must give it; France must
accept it. Europe must renounce the idea of
dismembering France on pretext of ancient
rights or present guaranties; and France must
cease to invade her neighbors and to conquer